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supernaturalism involved the abandonment of the code
of morals founded on divine relations. There is a
complete absence of any sense of ethical sin in the
theological sense but that does not mean the disappear-
ance of conscience which as we read Turgeniv and
Tolstoy, the Russians possess in 'great measure. But it
has been accompanied by a transformation of the
conception of personal obligation. This change has, of
course, involved the loss of any appreciation of personal
holiness in the sense in which this has been understood
by believers in supernaturalism. It is not the perfecting
of one's soul or self, but the service of others and the
advancement of the community, that constitutes virtue.
No one is deemed to be good unless he does what he
can for his fellow-men.

First among the moral obligations that communist
morality imposes on the individual man or woman is
that of service to the community in which he or she
resides. This does not mean that the claim of the
individual to "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness"
is denied or ignored. What is asserted is that man in
society is not wholly, or even principally, an individual
product ; and that, by the very nature of things, he has
no thoughts or feelings, no chims or rights which are
exclusively and entirely the outcome of his own indi-
vidual intuition or experience. He, with all his
demands and aspirations, is the creation of the society,
from the family group right up to the republic into
which he is born and amidst which he lives. The
service which this social outlook requires the individual
to give to the community is only a particular outcome of
the instinct of self-preservation without which individual
life could not continue : a form of the service which he
renders to himself in order that his own individuality